

















(1) City Street. Caught in a mammoth traffic jam, GUIDO is obsessed 
by a driving need for freedom, to such a point that his body glides like 
smoke from the window of his car, and soars high and far, to the edge of 
the sea. His joy is brief. He observes that a little man on the beach, dressed 
like a science-fiction character, is controlling his movements by means of a 
rope attached to his foot. Behind the man on the beach, at the edge of a 
wood, a man on horseback, dressed like a medieval prince. Despite Gu1Do’s 
attempts to free himself, the man on the beach spins him into a dizzying fall 
toward the sparkling sea. 

(2) Guido’s Bedroom. Guwo is abruptly wakened from his nightmare 
by the entrance of THE DOCTOR and THE NURSE. During the examination 
that precedes the thermal treatment, Guwo is visited by CARINI, who has 
just read his scenario. 

(3) Spa Garden. Guipo joins a line stretching back from the rail where 
mineral water is served. He studies his fellow patients with a mixture of 
misery and curiosity. Behind the rail, in a kind of ditch, girls are endlessly 
filling empty glasses and handing them to the patients. Suddenly the scene 
freezes into silence. One of the girls, who is very beautiful, smiles to him 
as in a dream. Gumbo is unable to speak to her. The hallucination vanishes 
at once, and GUIDO rejoins CARINI to hear his rather uncomplimentary 
comments on the scenario. Just in time to avoid having to respond to the 
indictment, GuIDo sees MEZZABOTTA, an old friend, at the next table. 
MEZZABOTTA tells Guipo that he is waiting for the annulment of his mar- 
riage so that he can marry Goria, a pseudointellectual young enough to 
be his daughter, whom he introduces. 

(4) Spa Railway Station. Guwo is waiting for someone, but, when 
the train has stopped, and he recognizes none of the passengers, he seems 
rather relieved. The train moves on, and there is CARLA, laughing gaily 
on the opposite platform. She is blonde, beautiful, bourgeoise, and sur- 
rounded by many suitcases. 

(5) Restaurant. Gutwo finds the place rather gloomy, but CARLA 
is hungry and says it’s “cute.” She eats Slowly, placidly, telling Gurvo that 
her husband is intelligent, but does not know how to get the right kind of 
job. She asks Gurpo to find him a better one. Guwo is only half listening. 
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